Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 272230 
60 

ORIGIN NODS-OO 
INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY AF:MLGARRISON 
APPROVED BY AF:TWSEELYE 
S/S-MR. SEBASTIAN 

102959 

O 050046Z NOV 76 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 272230 

NODIS 

CHEROKEE FOR AMB SCRANTON ONLY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT GENEVA 8704 ACTION SECSTATE 03 NOV 76. 

QUOTE 

SECRET GENEVA 8704 
NODIS/CHEROKEE 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM SCHAUFELE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR RH UK 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN CONFERENCE: NOV 3 MEETING WITH MOSAMBICANS 

1 . 1 CALLED ON MONTEIRO, THE MOZAMBICAN MINISTER OF 
STATE, THE AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER 3. MONTEIRO SAID 
THE CONFERENCE WAS GOING VERY WELL. HE WAS PARTICULARLY 
PLEASED BY THE FACT THE DELEGATIONS WERE TAKING THE 
SAME POSITIONS ON BASIC ISSUES AND THEREBY DENYING 
SMITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO DIVIDE THEM. HE PLANS 
TO RETURN TO MOZAMBIQUE SHORTLY BUT WILL BE AVAILABLE 
TO REJOIN HIS DELEGATION AT THE CONFERENCE. 
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2. MONTEIRO AGREED THAT THE BASIC OBJECTIVE OF THE 
CONFERENCE WAS TO FORM AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. IT 
IS ESSENTIAL, HE ARGUED, TO MAKE A BREAK WITH THE 
PAST AND BEGIN TO SEPARATE RHODESIA'S EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY FROM SMITH AND HIS POLITICAL COHORTS. 

ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES OF THE PROCESS WAS TO 
CREATE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH EUROPEANS COULD JOIN 
THE "COMMUNITY OF AFRICANS' ", MOZAMBIQUE’S EXPERIENCE 
HAS TAUGHT HIM THAT A SHORT RATHER THAN A LONG PERIOD 
OF TRANSITION WOULD BE IN ZIMBABWE'S INTEREST. 

THE LONGER THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD LASTS, THE HARDER 
IT IS FOR EUROPEANS TO REALIZE THEY MUST MAKE A NEW 
HOME FOR THEM-SELVES AND FACE NEW REALITIES. A LONG 
TRANSITION PERIOD GIVES LICENSE TO UNHELPFUL STATEMENTS 
LIKE THATWHICH SUTTON-PRICE WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE 
MADE. EQUALLY PROLONGED TRANSITION ENCOURAGES 
"ECONOMIC SABOTAGE". COMPANIES DO NOT MAKE INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS NOR RENEW THEIR STOCKS AND RAW METERIALS. 

3. MOZAMBIQUE HAD LEARNED THAT EVEN A 9 MONTH 
INTERREGNUM WAS UNHELPFUL. FRELIMO 

HAD EXPECTED TO LEARN TECHNICAL GOVERNMENT SKILLS 
FROM THE PORTUGUESE ADMINISTRATION: THAT DID NOT 
HAPPEN. IN SHORT, THE CHANCES OF STABILITY ARE 
GREATER IF THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION IS SHORT. 

4. 1 REPLIED THAT WHILE I UNDERSTOOD THE MOZAMBIQUE 
EXPERIENCE AND THE VALUE IT PLACES ON SHORT TRANSITION, 
IT WAS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER SMITH HAD A POLITICAL 
CONSTITUENCY HE HAD TO SATISFY. BY CONTINUING TO 
IMPOSE PRECONDITIONS, THE AFRICANS MAY WELL RUN THE 
RISK OF UNDERMINING SMITH'S ABILITY TO BRING HIS 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY ALONG. I FELT THAT THE RAPID 
FORMATION OF AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT WOULD CHANGE 
ATTITUDES IN AN IMPORTANT WAY. WE HAD SUPPORTED 
THIS OBJECTIVE FOR PRECISELY THE SAME REASON WE 
HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT AN OPEN-ENDED CONSITITUTIONAL 
CONFERENCE. 

5. MONTEIRO PRESSED ME QUITE HARD ON WHAT ROLE THE 
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BRITISH WOULD PLAY DURING THE TRANSITION AND SAID 
THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED NO MOVE WAS MADE 
WHICH WOULD "LEGITIMIZE" THE SMITH REGIME; AND I TOLD 
HIM NEITHER WE NOR THE BRITISH HAD ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT IN MIND. I RECOMMENDED THAT IF THE 
AFRICANS WANTED THE BRITISH TO PLAY A USEFUL ROLE 
DURING TRANSITION THEY SHOULD MAKE THEIR POINT 
AT OFFICIAL LEVELS AND DESIST FROM PINNING THE 
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BRITISH DOWN IN PUBLIC. MONTEIRO AGREED WITH MY POINT. 

6. MONTEIRO BARELY MENTIONED, AND THEN ONLY IN 
PASSING, THE RHODESIAN INCURSIONS INTO MOZAMBIQUE. 

HE REPORTED HE HAD BEEN ON THE PHONE WITH MAPUTO 
ON NOV 2 AND AGAIN THIS MORNING. 

7. THE MOZABICAN MINISTER STRESSED THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD NO INTEREST IN A PROTRACTED ARMED 
STRUGGLE IN RHODESIA. THE ONLY REASON FOR THE 
ARMED STRUGGLE WAS TO ACHIEVE INDEPENDENCE. ONCE 
RHODESIA WAS CLEARLY ON THE PATH TO THAT GOAL, 

THE ARMED STRUGGLE SHOULD CEASE. 

8. MONTEIRO WAS ALERT, ARTICULATE AND EVEN THOUGH 
HE BROKE NO NEW GROUND HE SEEMED PLEASED TO HAVE 
A CHANCE TO DISCUSS HIS VIEWS WITH US. HE MADE 

A POINT OF ASKING THAT CONTACT BE MAINTAINED. 

BRITISH TELL ME THAT THEY HAD EQUALLY REASONABLE 
MEETING WITH HIM THIS MORNING.CATTO. 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER. 
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